
Growing in Faith Together 
Parent and Child resourCe Page

Lesson 25
My Purpose Will Stand

My Purpose Will Stand © 2013  Next Generation Resources, Inc. 
Illustrations Truth78.

Permission Granted to Copy or Email for Parents

LESSON SUMMARY

In learning to ride a bike, you often suffer scrapes and bruises. But the 
suffering endured is worth the joy of being able to ride a bike. In the same 
way, our suffering, when seen in light of the purposes of God is “light  
and momentary.”

Though God can bring about His purposes without allowing suffering to 
come into our lives, sometimes pain is necessary for our good. But no 
suffering can come to God’s children without the permission of God and 
which is not ultimately for our good. 

We can rejoice that God is more interested in His children’s spiritual growth 
than in our comfort and is willing for us to suffer pain in order to produce 
that growth in us. He has also given us means to endure that suffering, 
such as focusing on the reward, finding our satisfaction in God, and trusting 
Him for strength.

Pray for understanding of God’s sovereignty in suffering and that 
you will be able to truly embrace the goodness of God in suffering. 
With your son or daughter, pray for those you know who are enduring 
suffering right now.

AS YOU WALK BY THE WAY

So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the 
surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given 
me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep 
me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the 
Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong.—2 Corinthians 12:7-10

 • Do you think, from reading the passages, that Paul's problem caused
him pain or suffering?

 • Who did he ask to take it away?

 • Was it taken away?

 • Was Paul angry because of the way things turned out?
Why or why not?

Share with your son or daughter about a time of difficulty in your life. 
Explain what good results you saw from that time of trial and what helped 
you to survive the difficulty.

God's Providence Over Pain and Suffering

MAIN IDEAS

 • God’s providence
extends over pain
and suffering.
 • God uses the evil
intended against
His children for
their good.
 • The believer
receives help
in suffering by
looking ahead
to future glory
and finding
satisfaction
in God.

MEMORY VERSES

For this light 
momentary affliction 
is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison, 
18 as we look not to the 
things that are seen 
but to the things that 
are unseen. For the 
things that are seen 
are transient, but the 
things that are unseen 
are eternal. 
—2 Corinthians 4:17-18

SCRIPTURE

1) Genesis 50:20
2) Habakkuk 3:17-19a
3) Romans 8:18
4) 2 Corinthians 4:17-18
5) Hebrews 11:1
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ACTION STEP

During application time, each student was asked to decide on a personal response to what was learned. After 
recording this step below, discuss how your child can apply this response to his or her life this week.

SUGGESTION FOR JOURNALING

Write the memory verse in your own words. What are some of these “unseen things” that we should 
remember? How can they comfort us through hard times?

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of 
all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affl  iction, so that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any affl  iction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
—2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Do you know someone who is going through a hard time? How can you help to comfort them? How can you help 
someone else “fi x their eyes on what is unseen”? Write your ideas.

SEEING GOD AT WORK

The Making of a Harpist
Can God use a physical handicap for good in a person’s 
life? What if you were a doctor delivering a baby that 
you knew would be handicapped for life? Would you be 
tempted to use less than your best doctoring skill so 
that such a handicapped baby would not survive the 
birth? This is what happened to Dr. Loomis.

Dr. Loomis was performing a diffi cult breech delivery 
when he realized that the entire thigh of one of the 
baby’s legs was missing. The mother had suffered from 
emotional problems. She was not a strong person. How 
could she raise this severely deformed child? What 
would life be like for this baby growing up? Dr. Loomis 
decided to let the baby die—no one would know. Many 
breech babies die in delivery because the delivery takes 
too long. If he stalled, the baby would not live. But the 
baby squirmed, and Dr. Loomis could not let her die.

Just as he suspected, the mother had a diffi cult time 
handling the baby’s deformity and was in the hospital 
for months. For years, Dr. Loomis wondered if he had 
made the right decision.

One year at the hospital’s annual Christmas party, the 
hospital staff enjoyed the beautiful music of three young 

musicians playing the organ, cello, and harp. Although 
all the musicians played beautifully, Dr. Loomis was 
especially moved by the music of the harpist. Not only 
did she play exceptionally well, but she also seemed to 
love the music and the harp.

After the program, he was greeted by a woman he did 
not recognize. “That was my daughter who played the 
harp—and I saw you watching her. Don’t you remember 
the little girl who was born with only one good leg 17 
years ago? We tried everything else fi rst, but now she 
has a whole artifi cial leg on that side—but you would 
never know it, would you? She can walk, she can swim, 
and she can almost dance. But best of all, through all 
those years when she couldn’t do those things, she 
learned to use her hands so wonderfully. She is going to 
be one of the world’s great harpists.”

Who made that baby squirm at just the right moment 
so that Dr. Loomis could not carry out his plan to let 
her die? Who moved Dr. Loomis’ heart? Who gave this 
child such extraordinary musical ability and the 
opportunity to develop it? God, in His providence, was 
turning what the world calls a tragedy into good and 
making a superb harpist. 

Can you think of other ways in which an illness or a handicap can work for a person’s good? What 
could you remember about God’s purposes and unseen things to encourage you when you go through 
something difficult? Discuss this as a family.

—Story adapted from Christmas in My Heart, Volume 2, by Joe Wheeler, and by Review and Herald Publishing Association, 
pp. 109-119. Adaptation used by permission of Editor/Compiler Joe Wheeler.
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"I Asked the Lord that I Might Grow"
By John Newton

I asked the Lord that I might grow 
In faith, and love, and every grace; 
Might more of His salvation know, 
And seek, more earnestly, His face.

’Twas He who taught me thus to pray, 
And He, I trust, has answered prayer! 

But it has been in such a way, 
As almost drove me to despair.

I hoped that in some favored hour, 
At once He’d answer my request; 

And by His love’s constraining pow’r, 
Subdue my sins, and give me rest.

Instead of this, He made me feel 
The hidden evils of my heart; 

And let the angry pow’rs of hell 
Assault my soul in every part.

Yea more, with His own hand He seemed 
Intent to aggravate my woe; 

Crossed all the fair designs I schemed, 
Blasted my gourds, and laid me low.

Lord, why is this, I trembling cried, 
Wilt thou pursue thy worm to death? 

“’Tis in this way, the Lord replied, 
I answer prayer for grace and faith.

These inward trials I employ, 
From self, and pride, to set thee free; 

And break thy schemes of earthly joy, 
That thou may’st find thy all in Me.”


